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Prehistory

The Chazal teach that the Torah predates the creation of the world by thousands
of years,! and serves as the spiritual'® foundation (and blueprint?) for creation.® In
its primordial state, the Torah is described as letters of “black fire on white fire”*
(a reference to the Written and Oral Torah®), enveloped within the realms of the

supernal intellect.®

The Zohar explains that the entire Torah is comprised of the “names of

Hashem.”” Ramban® explains that while the Torah is comprised of letters that
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